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Boy, has this been a week or what?? | don’t knoaualgou but this has been one for the books.

Our recent conversations, votes, “dark nights efgbul” (and believe me there have been plenty
of those to go around), have caused many of Usin& tonger and harder than ever before about
things we may have taken for granted.

How do we understand Biblical authority? What dom&an by “leadership?” What is ministry
and how do we do it? As always, Jesus looks us igthe eyes and gives us some answers, if
we’re willing to look back at him.

| love this story. Who doesn’t? Especially in ondividualistic, Western U.S. culture, we love
the story of the little guy (or gal, as the case/in@) coming out on top. And, of course, this
story always comes around in the fall, perfectiyad for stewardship season. But our
stewardship team has worked hard to prepare atirexaind, dare | say, fun experience for us
and they're kicking it off next Sunday. I'm not ggi to steal the spotlight from them by starting
early, even though it's tempting to use this téettway as so many preachers have done so
many times.

No, | think it's good to notice something here that rarely pay attention to and that | have
NEVER, in almost 20 years, preached on. You'veaedtiit, too, but either passed it by as not
significant or just not wanted to deal with whatniay mean. Here it is: “He (Jesus) watched the
crowd putting their money into the temple treasudgsus sat down and deliberately
WATCHED people giving their offering.

Maybe it's the times we live in or the situationsahich we find ourselves that made that part of
our text jump out at me like never before. Jeswgaiching me give my offering. Jesus is
watching you give your offering. | don’t think hares how much or how little goes in...I think
he cares about your commitment to him. He careatamwv much you trust in the authority that
HE has, as revealed to us in Scripture. He pointshe widow because she gave everything she
had. She trusted completely in God. She was comahitt putting herself, her life, her all into

his hands. In his teaching, the people of his ti@ard authority they had never heard in their
Scriptures, in their scribes or in their teach&s. would do well to listen to his stories,
teachings and observations and learn from thentate us, through the widow, to commit
ourselves anew to him.

How often do we truly do that? Let’s look at thgrs of our commitment. We know that our
congregation has been struggling financially butculture pushes us to put ourselves first so

we end up using our money to take a trip, buy d boapend thousands on spiffy new

appliances for our homes. The widow has watchesethefore her give large amounts...surely
her two cents will make no difference...it hardly raaka sound as she drops it in the collection
and yet she is giving everything. We struggle na fenough time for our families, let alone
involvement in the church, and this widow seekstbatcommunity of faith even though most
others there will not even notice her. Where weetsty many that want to demonstrate their
leadership by talking a good game, by lording goethers, she demonstrates servant leadership
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in the Christian life by her example of obedienather than any perceived power or influence.
Once again, the example that Jesus lifts up i8l¢last of these” rather than the ones who “put
on a good show.”

What did Wall Street do for 30 years? Wall Stragtqgn a “good show” for Main Street. But
now it's intermission. The lights have come up. &my we see that a “show” doesn't care
about providing jobs, saving homes, or building bimasinesses, or taking care of widows and
orphans.

Church Street has also been be-dazzled by the attnagtion of a “Good Show.” How many
times have we been more concerned with putting gooa show than telling the Good Story?
How many of our beautiful high-tech sanctuariesyéd” and “wireless” with music for every
generation, are more geared to produce soul-jagi@niprmances than soul-jarring, soul-saving
participations in God’s mission in the world? Hovamy of our churches measure success more
in terms of show-stopper experiences than by s@autes encounters with the divine?

If we get caught up in all this, then we, too, nitss boat and fail the widows and orphans
among us. We must set aside our trappings of pgeiland power, our flowing robes and
important seats and turn the show into tell.

The showy elements of church life are all for noghif we do not tell the story that brings
life...the story of Christ's life, Christ's deathda@hrist's resurrection. It is to tell that stogam
and again, in every age, in every circumstancetthasforms the church from a showtime and a
show place into a showcase of the living Body ofi§that work in our world. We need a
reminder, especially now, that this is what wetarbe about in this place, regardless of what
else is going on in the church or in our world.

What a perfect reminder we have before us tod#lyeafiont. Today Avery (and Thomas at the
later service) becomes a child of God in the watétsaptism. Could this be a sign of the new

life that we need...that comes only after we dieusselves and are reborn in Christ? Can
Avery’s baptism serve as a symbol of a new stgettrer, a diving back into our baptismal

calling to tell the Good News in our communityJége our God and serve our neighbor? Can
we give everything we have and are to this missldrépe so because Jesus is watching as we
offer what we will to do his will. Let us chooserganthood and make our witness as enduring as
the widow’s. Amen.



